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WORKERS’ COMPENSATION - COMMENTS BY HON KATE DOUST 
Statement 

HON ANTHONY FELS (Agricultural) [10.20 pm]:  I will respond briefly to Hon Kate Doust’s vicious attack 
on me tonight.  I was quite surprised by it all and I hope it goes some way to helping her preselection in the 
Labor Party in a couple of years.  I am sure they would appreciate her speech.  In any case, I would like to see 
her back here at that time.   
I made those comments last week after I had had a brief look at the draft Consumer Credit (Western Australia) 
Code Regulations Amendment Order (No.2) 2005.  It was one of six consumer affairs items for which I was 
responsible.  It dealt with consumer affairs, but after going through it I found that for members on this side of the 
house it was not a contentious issue.  I commended the firefighters for setting up that scheme a long time ago, 
when workers needed to be looked after in that way.  My comments were not in any way an attack on workers.  
The government should look at whether the workers’ compensation scheme is operating efficiently and the funds 
are utilised in the best way possible.  It should also determine how the costs to Western Australian employers 
compare with the cost to employers in other states.  The government may find that the costs in other states are 
less.  I do not know whether the reason for that is because there are fewer claims or the funds are run more 
efficiently.   
I advise Hon Kate Doust that I did not speak about that issue to other members before I made my comments and 
I have not spoken to any members since then.  My comments did not ruffle any feathers within the Liberal Party.  
I came into this place to raise a few things in the debate that I thought were relevant.  Sometimes what I have to 
say may conflict with the opinion of members on this side of the house.  However, that should result in a healthy 
debate.  It is something that members on both sides of the house should consider.  I hope that something like a 
scheme in which workers pay for their own workers’ compensation would be beneficial to them.   
Hon Kate Doust:  Maybe workers should contribute towards the capital cost of running the business.  Is that the 
next step? 
Hon ANTHONY FELS:  If they would like to, they could participate in the ownership of the business.   
Hon Kate Doust:  Should they also help pay your light bill as an employer?   
Hon ANTHONY FELS:  They do not have to pay the costs of running a business unless they are an owner.  
They could be given the opportunity to pay their own workers’ compensation.  A lot of workers will probably 
never make a workers’ compensation claim in their life, but their employer is paying for their insurance cover.  
Those workers may appreciate a three or four per cent pay rise.   
Hon Kate Doust:  How much do you think a workers’ compensation premium would cost?   
THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  Order!  Hon Anthony Fels has limited time.   
Hon ANTHONY FELS:  That would depend on what occupation they are in.  I do not profess to be an expert 
on workers’ compensation or superannuation.  All these things are worth looking at, especially if it will be 
beneficial to workers.  I thought it was relevant to raise it in the debate on the Consumer Credit (Western 
Australia) Code Regulations Amendment Order (No.2) 2005.  I simply noticed that that particular fund had been 
set up many years ago.  I hope Hon Kate Doust does not lose sleep over this issue.  If there were to be changes to 
or a review of workers’ compensation to ascertain who funds what and how the funds are allocated, more money 
would go to workers.  I am sure that most employers in this state would be happy to pay more to workers instead 
of paying that money to insurance agents and companies and the people who underwrite them.   

House adjourned at 10.24 pm 
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